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Esther Ong (AFLBOGRAYBE. 2025 4 AE)

Whenever I return back to the dorm, 'm greeted by a dark

corridor and at the end of it, a warm glowing light behind frosted
glass doors. Sometimes, its silent. Other times, I hear chatter
and laughter flowing out from behind it. Sometimes, when I feel like I want some company, I
pop in for a quick (or not so quick) chat. Other times, too tired from the day’s activities, I plod
upstairs, with the light comforting me, reminding me that I'm surrounded by a community.

Big cities can be isolating. Tokyo is no exception. But for me, the dorm has been a wonderful
home, and the only one I've known in Tokyo in my short 3 months here. Most of my fondest
memories of day-to-day life at the dorm have revolved around the & %. Many of my
friendships with the other dorm students were formed around warm meals around the large
dining table, reminiscent of one from a large family home. The presence of homecooked food
provides the setting for good conversations, ranging from what happened in our days, the
latest dorm events, complaining about exams and coursework and even discussions on politics,
economics and public policy matters (although I study that, so maybe my experience is biased).
As someone who takes some time to make friends, the repeated interactions with my
dormmates in the &% has given me the opportunity to forge friendships in my short time
here; it’s truly a space that makes the dormitory feel like a home away from home.

Of course, we must thank /M & A for the warm homecooked meals at both breakfast and
dinner. As someone who has been a ¥*#%£ in Europe for the past 4 years of my life, I've
stayed in private accommodation the whole time. I've never had catered food. Every meal was
a chore of having to think about what to cook, what ingredients to buy, when to buy it, washing
and prepping the food, then at the end of it washing up after the meal. While I usually enjoy
cooking, on top of my usual studies and during busy periods, it was a chore. Therefore, 'm
grateful to come home to a lovingly prepared homecooked meal, with ¥7%*3 to accompany
it!

And while the fL#E% is great for official meetings and big events, the &% is my favourite
place for the relaxed and fun events. My favourite memory has been the Christmas fLiF
afterparty, where everyone could unwind, drink together and participate in a very fun Secret
Santa gift exchange.

Allin all, the &% is a integral part of our dorm life here — I never know who I'll meet that
day or what conversation we’ll have, but the element of surprise adds to the excitement and

enjoyability of communal living,.
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